
H appy New Year everyone!  
Hope you were able to relax 
and spend time with family and 
friends over the holiday season.  

Here is an overview of the calendar of 
events for the next few months. We are 
finalizing programs with professional devel-
opment hours for March and April.  Watch 
for details in upcoming emails, newsletters 
and on our website www.capdistpe.org. 
 

January 19, 2005 – CDCNYSSPE holding a 
joint meeting with the GBC on Chap-
ter 17 – Special Inspections (1 PDH) – 
see flyer for details 

February 12, 2005 – Local Math Counts 
Competition at GE in Niskayuna 

March 17 and 18, 2005 – Capital District 
Engineers Week (PDH’s available) – 
See attached schedule and watch the 
website for updates 

March 19, 2005 – New York State Math 
Counts Competition at RPI 

May 2005 – Installation of Officers and 
Year End Social – Canon Club at the 
Watervliet Arsenal 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Cory Lamb, PE for Clough, Harbour 
and Associates LLP for agreeing to serve as 
the Chapter’s new editor of The PE Times.  
In last month’s issue Cory was welcomed 
as a new member to the Society and also 
completed his first edition in that same 
issue.  Thanks Cory for stepping up to the 
table so quickly! 

I would also 
like to ac-
knowledge 
Robert Shad-
lock, PE for 
serving as our 
Publicity Chair.  
This is a new 
initiative for the Chapter.  With Rob’s help 
we hope to get the Society exposure on a 
local level, place meeting notices in local 
papers, and better promote the role of the 
engineer to the public.  If you have any 
ideas, please let us know.  Thanks, Rob! 
 
The Nominating Committee will be recon-
vening in the next month or so to develop 
the ballot for 2005-2006 Officers and Di-
rectors.  If you are interested in serving or 
know of someone who may be, please get 
in touch with me or any of the other offi-
cers to learn more.  A very active and sup-
portive Board has made my serving as 
President these past two years a great 
pleasure. 
 
As always, you are encouraged to become 
a more active member in the Society.  We 
are constantly striving to improve your 
membership but we always need more 
help.  If you have any questions, please feel 
free to call me at 518-689-2592 or email 
me at Anne.Garrity@suny.edu (note the 
new address).  

 

Happy New Year!…  Anne   
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The Capital District Chapter’s Math Counts compe-
tition will be held on Saturday, February 12, 2005 at 
the General Electric (GE) facility in Niskayuna.  GE 
has completed their renovations and the facility is 
wonderful.  School registrations have been coming 
in steadily and we once again expect a good turn out 
on competition day.  To date we have approxi-
mately 24 schools registered. 
 
This year we will once again need volunteers.  If you 
volunteered last year, you will be contacted if we do 
not hear from you first.  Susan DeSimone, PE of our 

Chapter is assisting in volunteer recruitment.  She 
can be reached at Susan.DeSimone@suny.edu at 
518-689-2587.   This is an extremely rewarding ac-
tivity and we welcome all volunteers willing to help 
out. 
 
I am serving as this year’s Math Counts Coordinator 
again this year for the Capital District Chapter and 
can be reached at (518) 402-9705 or sxer-
voli@gw.dec.state.ny.us.   

2004-2005 Math Counts Competition Update 
By Salvatore Ervolina, PE 

4th Annual Capital District Future City Competition 

T he 4th Annual Capital District Future City 
Competition will be held on January 15, 
2005 at the RPI Student Union.  Teams will 
present their model and city to a panel of 

judges, competing for numerous locally sponsored 
prizes and awards as well as the 1st Place Regional 
Title and trip to Washington, DC to compete in the 
National Competition in February.   The National 
Engineers Week Future City Competition is in its 
13th year with over 37 regions participating effecting 
over 100,000 students.  This year’s topic is on the 
use of aggregate in the design of futuristic transpor-
tation systems. 

The Future City Competition has an overwhelming 
impact on students in the Capital District.  Students 
who never knew or considered careers in engineer-
ing, math and science fields are now applying to col-
leges for these majors.  For more information go to 
the national website www.futurecity.org or our new 
Capital District Regional website at 
www.CapitalDistrictFutureCity.org   



2005 Engineers Week 
By Jack Healy, PE 

T he schedule for Engineers Week is filling out, 
however, there are still many tracts to fill and 
we will need your help to make that happen.  
We specifically need presentations in the Me-

chanical track.  If you can help with topics or seminars, 
please make yourself known.  A copy of the preliminary 
schedule and registration form is attached.  Please note, 
if you do not need continuing education credits, the 
seminars are free! 
 
The programs will be held at the Albany Marriott on 
Wolf Road in Colonie.  The seminars will include ses-
sions on civil, transportation, geotechnical, environ-
mental, structures, construction techniques, and infra-
structure security.   In addition, a model bridge con-
struction competition for area high school students will 
be held during the event.  
 
The celebration will start on Thursday afternoon, Febru-

ary 17th, with CPC sessions and outreach programs for 
high school and college students followed by a full day of 
CPC programs on Friday, February 18th.   Other activi-
ties include the Order of the Engineer on Thursday eve-
ning at the Marriott, the luncheon on Friday at the Mar-
riott, and a dinner dance at the Century House on Fri-
day evening.  
 
Our guest speaker for the Keynote Luncheon on Friday 
will be Colonel Stephen J Ressler, Ph.D, PE, Professor 
and Deputy Head: Department of Civil & Mechanical 
Engineering- U.S. Military Academy.  
 
Again, please contact me at jhealy@ryanbiggs.com if you 
would like to present, sponsor a booth, or assist in the 
planning!  Also, we are looking for volunteers to help 
during the celebration.  Please let me know if you can 
help.  
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Salon B Salon C Salon D Salon E
Environmental Structural ABCD Bridge Competition

NYS Environmental Structural Fire Protection Innovative Bridge Design 
Restoration Program Engineering Fire

(Brownfield Grant Prog.) Resistance Rating-Part 1
George Heitzman, P.E. Gregory W Gallagher, MS, Robert V. Brunner

2:00 2:15

Brownfield Clean-up Structural Fire Protection Construction of the
Program Update Engineering Fire Route 22 Bridge over

Resistance Rating-Part 2 the Wallkill River
Mike Ryan, P.E. Gregory W Gallagher, MS, Lou Rechia (XX)

3:15 3:30

NYS Bulk Storage Structural Fire Protection Value Eng. Challenges
Compliance Strategy Engineering Fire of the Route 9 Bridge

Resistance Rating-Part 3 over the Hudson River
Russ Brauksieck,P.E. Gregory W Gallagher, MS, Dave Rakvica (XX)

Contact Sal Bono (XXX) XXX-XXXX Contact Rob Canham (518) 272-6266 Contact Sal Bono (XXX) XXX-XXXX

Sponsored by XXXX - XXXX Sponsored by XXXX - XXXX Sponsored by XXXX - XXXX Sponsored by XXXX - XXXX

3:30-4:30

50's Theme Dinner - Friday, February 18th

Order of the Engineer Registration - Fee $10

Order of the Engineer Ceremony - Salon E

4:30 
5:00

5:00-6:00

The Capital District's Celebration of National Engineers Week 2005
      Thursday   -  February 17th , 2005   - Albany Marriott, Wolf Rd., Albany, NY    

COST: $70/Person     Please Call  283-7490 for reservations.
SEMINARS

SEM
IN

A
R

S 1:00 A
M

 - 4:30 PM
R

EG
ISTR

A
TIO

N
 12:00 PM

 - 1:00 PM

1:00-2:00
2:15-3:15
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ENGINEERS: Improving Today for Tomorrow 
 
 
 

 
 

2005 Engineers Week Registration Form 
Registration is ONLY required for professionals who need a record of attendance for Continuing  

Professional Competency (CPC) purposes OR for lunch and dinner reservations. Registration is NOT  
required to visit the exhibits and/or attend most of the seminars. 

 
Organization:
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Attendee (S):
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address: 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone:   ___________________________ Fax _________________ Email: ___________________________________ 
 

Although the 2005 E-Week program is free and open to the public, registration is necessary for those professionals that need a 
CPC attendance record. CPC credit will be available for the seminars that have received accreditation. The program will specify 

which seminars are accredited. Attendance records will be maintained for registered seminar participants only. 
 

Registration Options Advance 
Registration

Registration  
at door* 

 
# 

Cost 

SEMINAR REGISTRATION 
Thursday, February 17, 2005 

1:00pm to 5:00pm 
& 

Friday, February 18, 2005 
8:00am to 5:00pm 

 
 
 

$70.00 

 
 
 

$75.00 

 
 
 

____ 

 
 
 
$_______

Thursday, February 17, 2005 
Order of the Engineer   

A “Ring Ceremony” during which engineers 
accept the “obligation of an Engineer”  

to serve the public 
5:30-6:30pm 

Ring and Certificate 

 
$10.00 

 
$15.00 

 
____ 

 
$_______ 

Friday, February 18, 2005 
Keynote Luncheon  

12:00-1:30pm 

 
$20.00 

 
$*25.00 

 
____ 

 
$_______ 

Friday, February 18, 2005 
50’s Theme Dinner 

The Century House, Route 9, Latham 
6:30 PM - 10:30 PM 

Come dressed like the 50’s 

 
$40.00 

Prime Rib
Salmon

Vegetarian

 
$50.00* 

………………
………………
……………… 

 
____ 
(___) 
(___) 
(___) 

 
$_______

Total Amount Due:     $_______
 
Please note: The keynote luncheon has sold out in advance for the past three years. Luncheon reservations will be made in the order 

that payment is received.  If paid reservations have exceeded capacity, you will be placed on a waiting list and/or given a refund. 
*Registration for meals at the door will be VERY LIMITED on a space available basis. 

 
Checks made payable to: The Foundation for Engineering Education, Inc. 

Advance Registration & Payment are due: NO LATER THAN February 1, 2005 
Mail Payment & form to: c/o NYSSPE, 385 Jordan Rd., Troy, NY 12180 

 
Cancellation Policy: No refunds for cancellations made after February 11, 2005, no Shows will be billed 

A Celebration of National Engineers Week in the New York's Capital District 

Reply to: E- Week 2005 c/o NYSSPE, 385 Jordan Road, Troy, New York 12180-7620 

518-283-7490 · fax 518-283-7495 · email: jamiller@nysspe.org  



New Member Welcome 
By Monika Lowe, IE 

T he Capital District Chapter of the New York State Society of Professional Engineers would like to welcome 
the following new member to our Chapter: 

   Russell Bailey, PE from SMRT Inc 

   Matthew Dacrangelo. PE from Aztech Technologies 

       Nicholas Costa, PE from L. Sipperly and Associates 

Please join us in welcoming these new members to our Chapter!  

O n Wednesday, January 19, 2005 the General 
Building Contractors (GBC) and the Capital 
District Chapter of the NYSSPE will be host-
ing a joint dinner meeting.  Don Borkowski, 

PE of CME Associates Inc. will present on Chapter 17 of 
the Building Code of New York State.  This section of 
the code requires special inspections which are now re-
quired based on the adoption of the new code.  Engi-
neers, Architects, General Contractors, Construction 
Managers and Building Code Officials are encouraged to 
attend.  Engineers will receive 1 PDH towards continuing 
professional competency requirements. 
 
The meeting will be held at the Italian American Commu-
nity Center on Washington Avenue Ext.   The evening 

includes 5 pm registration and cash bar, 6 pm dinner and 
7 pm program.  The cost for NYSSPE and GBC members 
is $35 and $45 for non-members.  Registration deadline 
is January 14, 2005. 
 
Please RSVP to GBC c/o Brendan Manning at bre-
danm@gbcnys.agc.org OR Tom McGrath at 
tmcgrath@spectraenv.com.  The attached flyer contains a 
program description and a registration form.  PLEASE 
FAX THE REGISTRATION FORM AND INCLUDE 
YOUR DINNER SELECTION (baked scrod, chicken 
parm or roast pork loin).  Fax to Brendan at 518-869-
0846 or Tom McGrath at 518-782-0973.  

January 19th Dinner Meeting—Chapter 17 Special Inspections (1 PDH) 
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February 1st NYSERTA Series—Sustainable Design 

O n Tuesday, February 1, 2005 from 8:30 am 
to 4:30 pm NYSERTA will host “Energy & 
Environmental Technologies that Foster Sus-
tainability in Buildings Where We Live, 

Work and Learn.” This is another in the continuing series 
from Mid-Hudson Energy Smart Communities/
NYSERDA. There will be speakers on energy efficient 
HVAC, lighting, building envelope, roofing, geothermal 
and photovoltaics. Architects and engineers can earn 5.0 
CEUs.  There will also be breakout session for residential 
builders and developers. 

 This event is sponsored by the Town of Red Hook and 
the Bard College Center for Environmental Policy. This is 
free and includes continental breakfast and lunch. Con-
tact Pat/Jessica/Charlene at 845/331-2238 or register 
online at http://www.rebuild.org (search under Events). 
 
Note: We have asked the organizers to confirm that program 
is accredited for engineers.   

February 23, 2005 Bridge Design Workshop (4 PDHs) 

O n February 23, 2005 the Precast Concrete 
Association of New York will be hosting a 
bridge design workshop from 8 am to 12:15 
pm at the Hilton Garden Inn.  This program 

offers 4 professional development hours.  Additional de-

tails cam be found on the attached flyer.  Please contact 
PCANY at 518-895-8352 or email pcany@aol.com if you 
have any questions.   See full flyer on page 9. 



GIFFORD ENGINEERING 
Geotechnical & Geoenvironmental Services 

Gregory P. Gifford, Ph.D., P.E. 

Tel:  (518) 382-2545 

Fax:  (518) 382-5494 

 

 

875 Pearse Road 

Niskayuna, NY 12309-2909 

E-Mail: giffeng@nycap.rr.com 

   The displayed companies 
    are advertising to help de
    -fer the cost of the  
    CDNYSSPE Newsletter 
    Publication.  This allows 
    more funds to be used for 
other programs such as Mathcounts, 
CDNYSSPE Scholarship, etc.  If your firm is 
not on this page and wants to advertise to 
further the programs our Chapter can finan-
cially support, contact Cory Lamb, Newslet-
ter Editor at clamb@cha-llp.com or call 
518.453.4589. 
The Chapter thanks these companies for 
their generous support.  

       Consulting 
                       Engineering 
      Program Management 
      Construction Services 

500 New Karner Road, Albany NY  12205    
518.452.8665 

www.robsonwoese.com 
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PCANY 
Precast Concrete Association of New York, Inc 

2829 East Avenue,   Rochester,  NY       14610 
Phone: 518-895-8352          Fax: 585-381-0945 

Web: www.pcany.com   Email: pcany@aol.com  
 

BRIDGE DESIGN WORKSHOP                         FEBRUARY 23, 2005  
 

Schedule: 

7:30—8:00  Check in and Continental Breakfast  

8:00-12:15  Program: 
 
CULVERT 3.1.0 Design Program Overview 

Dr. Larry Feeser, PhD, P.E., RPI—Latest changes and  improvements made in  this widely used program for 
designing 3 and 4 sided culverts  

Land Development Bridges—Bridge Types, Design Criteria, Cost Considerations 

    Ralph Verrastro, P.E., Delta Engineers– Best practices approach to  

managing the coordination process for the design and construction of  

these bridges 

Instant Bridge Overview   

 Rita Seradarian, P.E., PCI New England—The “Instant Bridge” concept:  

an overview of the techniques, details, and several recent project successes 
 

Closing comments, questions, evaluation form[4 Professional Development Credit Hours have been applied for 
through P.I.E.] 
 
Workshop Location: Hilton Garden Inn, (across from) Albany Airport 
 
Please note: PCANY will hold its Annual Business Meeting the day before, February 22 at 1:00 pm in the AGC Of-
fice Conference Room, 10 Airline Drive, Albany. Also, there will be a cocktail hour and group dinner to which every-
one is invited starting at 6pm February 22, also at the Hilton Garden Inn. A limited block of specially priced overnight 
rooms have been set aside at the hotel; call directly to make room reservations:   518 464 6666.  
 
Workshop seating space is limited. Please make your reservations early. 

Workshop  Name____________________________________ No. people_____ 

Dinner        Name____________________________________ No. people_____ 

PCANY Mtg Name___________________________________ No. people_____ 
 
Please advise us of your reservations, and send checks  to PCANY address above         
 February  23 Workshop                        $ 45 per person 
 February 22  Drinks & Dinner               $ 50 per person  

 February 22  PCANY Annual Meeting  $ no charge, of course  



 

 
Bridges & Highways  Civil Engineering 

Mining and Mineralogy  Hydrogeology 

Environmental Engineering  Environmental Permitting 

Hazardous Waste Management Surveying   

Transportation Planning  Air Quality Investigations 

Site Development 

Drainage Design & Storm Water Permitting 

 

 

SPECTRA ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP, INC. 
SPECTRA ENGINEERING, ARCHITECTURE & SURVEYING, PC 

NINETEEN BRITISH AMERICAN BOULEVARD • LATHAM • NEW YORK  12110 

518 782-0882 • FAX: 518 782-0973 
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Ryan-Biggs Associates is an Equal Opportunity Employer 

Please send resumes and references to: 

 Christopher A. Lesher, P.E., Senior Associate 

 Ryan-Biggs Associates, P.C. 

 291 River Street 

 Troy, New York 12180 

 Email: clesher@ryanbiggs.com 

 

Experienced Engineer - Troy, NY office 
Experienced structural design engineer sought for building projects. Commercial, educational, and industrial 
building design experience required. Historic restoration interest and timber, concrete, and masonry design ex-
perience strongly desired. Bachelor's degree in engineering and 3 to 5 years of design experience required. 
Graduate degree in engineering or historic preservation preferred. Professional registration or ability to become 
licensed within 2 years desired. 

Entry-Level Engineer - Troy, NY office 
Entry-level structural design engineer sought for building projects. Commercial, educational, or industrial building 
design experience desired. Bachelor's degree in engineering required. Graduate degree in engineering or historic 
preservation preferred. Intern Engineer registration desired.  

Job Postings 

Spectra Engineering, Architecture and Surveying, P.C. 
Please send resumes and references to:  Toni Cherko, Administrative Director 
      Spectra Engineering, Architecture & Surveying, P.C. 
      19 British American Blvd. 
      Latham, New York 12110 
      Email: tcherko@spectranev.com Phone: 518-782-0882 

CAD Operator - Latham, NY Office 
Spectra Engineering, Architecture and Survey-
ing, P.C. is seeking a CAD Operator for their 
Latham office.  Applicants should have three 
years of experience in the preparation of 
drawings for highway, bridge and or site devel-
opment.  Proficiency with AutoCAD Land 
Desktop is desired.  



 
 

 

 

Society 

Capital District Chapter 
NYS Society of Professional Engineers 

c/o Cory Lamb, PE 
873 Harris Drive 

Niskayuna, NY 12309 

Email: clamb@cha-llp.com 

We’re on the web! 

www.capdistpe.org 

Capital District Chapter of the New York 
State Society of Professional Engineers 


