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T he Capital District Chapter’s Math Counts 
competition will be held on Saturday, Febru-
ary 12, 2005 at the General Electric (GE) 
facility in Niskayuna.  GE has completed 

their renovations and the facility is wonderful.  
School registrations have been coming in steadily 
and we once again expect a good turn out on com-
petition day.  The deadline for school registration is 
December 10, 2004. 
 
This year we will once again need volunteers.  If you 
volunteered last year, you will be contacted if we do 

not hear from you first.  Susan DeSimone, PE of our 
Chapter is assisting in volunteer recruitment.  She 
can be reached at Susan.DeSimone@suny.edu at 
518-689-2587.   This is an extremely rewarding ac-
tivity and we welcome all volunteers willing to help 
out. 
 
I am serving as this year’s Math Counts Coordinator 
again this year for the Capital District Chapter and 
can be reached at (518) 402-9705 or sxer-
voli@gw.dec.state.ny.us. 

2004-2005 Math Counts Competition Update 
By Sal Ervolina, PE 

M ike Ryan, P.E., the section chief in the Di-
vision of Environmental Remediation with 
Department of environmental Conserva-

tion will be our quest speaker on Thursday, Decem-
ber 9th @ the Cannon Club in the Watervliet Arse-
nal.  
 
Mike's presentation will be an overview of the new 
State Superfund Program law and provide an up-
date on the "NYS Brownfield Cleanup Program".  As 
we pass the one year anniversary of this law, con-
siderable progress has been made, notably the de-
velopment of program guidance and draft regula-
tions. Topics to be covered include eligibility, investi-
gation requirements, remediation requirements, 
cleanup tracks, the Brownfield cleanup agreement, 
cost recovery, and the certificate of completion. The 

program will be last 1 hour and will provide one (1) 
PDH. 
 
The meeting will start at 5:30 pm with a social hour, 
6:30 pm dinner, 7:30 to 8:30 pm guest speaker.  
Dinner will be a hot and cold buffet style and the 
price for SAME and NYSSPE members will be 
$25.00 and $35.00 for non-post/chapter members. 
 
Please register on or before Monday, December 6 
by contacting Keith Lash way by email: klash-
way@empire.state.ny.us or by phone at (518) 292-
5348.  (Remember should you register and not 
show up for the program, you will be charged the 
appropriate rate.)  

December 9th SAME Meeting on Brownfield Cleanup 
By Keith Lashway, PE 
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Scholarship Awards … Present and Past 

D uring the 2004 Engineers’ Week Keynote 
Luncheon this past February, the Capital 
District Chapter recognized three local 
high school seniors who demonstrated 

outstanding academic achievement as well as par-
ticipation in scholastic and extracurricular activities, 
and work experience.  The Chapter scholarship 
award program gives one award of $1,000, and two 
each of $500.  The honorees each received a letter 
from the Chapter President and certificate, and an 
invitation to the Society dinner, based strictly on 
merits of their applications.  The cash award carries 
the condition of being accepted into an ABET ac-
credited undergraduate engineering program. 
 
It is our pleasure to share the news that each last 
year’s students have been accepted and chosen to 
attend prestigious engineering programs.   Michael 
Dirolf of Colonie Central High will attend Princeton to 
study Electrical Engineering and Computer Science.  
Katherine Madden of Bethlehem Central High has 

enrolled in the Chemical Engineering program at 
MIT, and Todd Ferguson of Ichabod Crane High has 
enrolled in the Chemical Engineering program at 
RPI. 
 
One of our 2003 recipients was kind enough to write 
Leo Hetling to let us know how his first year went.  
Raymond Andrews entered the Mechanical Engi-
neering program at Northeastern University.  In ad-
dition to enjoying Boston and rowing crew, R is lead-
ing his class with a 4.0 GPA.  He is doing an intern-
ship this summer with Office of Government Ser-
vices Design and Construction Department, and 
rowing at the Albany Rowing Center. 
 
I think I speak for all involved in the Scholarship Pro-
gram and the Board in being very pleased with the 
success of our award recipients, and in wishing 
them the best of luck in the coming year!  

A s the Chapter's Math Counts Coordinator I received the following letter regarding Alison Miller. 
 

Dear Sal, 
Earlier this month I wrote you about our daughter, Alison Miller, a former MATH 

COUNTS mathlete who as chosen to represent the USA at the International Math Olym-
piad in Athens, Greece. 

I'm very pleased to report that the USA team did very well!  They had their best showing 
in a decade, bringing home five golds and a silver. Alison was honored to be one of the 
students earning a gold, the first woman ever to win one for the USA team.   

Official photo and press release with the results of the competition are here: http://
tinyurl.com/49xzh  

Some of the credit for her success is due to her early opportunities to participate in 
MATH COUNTS back when she was a 7th and 8th grader, in 1999 and 2000. 

Please express our appreciation to all the past and present MATHCOUNTS volunteers 
who make the program possible.    

      Mary 
Alison has also enjoyed volunteering as a coach for the Iroquois Middle School MATHCOUNTS team for 
the last couple of years and indicated it has been a great source of positive energy and inspiration.  Great 
job, Alison!  

Former Math Counts student does fantastic! 
By Salvatore Ervolina, PE 
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Bridges & Highways  Civil Engineering 

Mining and Mineralogy  Hydrogeology 

Environmental Engineering  Environmental Permitting 

Hazardous Waste Management Surveying   

Transportation Planning  Air Quality Investigations 

Site Development 

Drainage Design & Storm Water Permitting 

 

 

SPECTRA ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP, INC. 
SPECTRA ENGINEERING, ARCHITECTURE & SURVEYING, PC 

NINETEEN BRITISH AMERICAN BOULEVARD • LATHAM • NEW YORK  12110 

518 782-0882 • FAX: 518 782-0973 

GIFFORD ENGINEERING 
Geotechnical & Geoenvironmental Services 

Gregory P. Gifford, Ph.D., P.E. 

Tel:  (518) 382-2545 

Fax:  (518) 382-5494 

 

 

875 Pearse Road 

Niskayuna, NY 12309-2909 

E-Mail: giffeng@nycap.rr.com 

   The displayed companies 
    are advertising to help de
    -fer the cost of the  
    CDNYSSPE Newsletter 
    Publication.  This allows 
    more funds to be used for 
other programs such as Mathcounts, 
CDNYSSPE Scholarship, etc.  If your firm is 
not on this page and wants to advertise to 
further the programs our Chapter can finan-
cially support, contact Cory Lamb, Newslet-
ter Editor at clamb@cha-llp.com or call 
518.453.4589. 
The Chapter thanks these companies for 
their generous support.  

       Consulting 
                       Engineering 
      Program Management 
      Construction Services 

500 New Karner Road, Albany NY  12205    
518.452.8665 

www.robsonwoese.com 
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T he format for the 2005 Engineers Week 
Celebration has been expanded!  Based on 
the overwhelming response of last year’s 
event and requests for an expanded format, 

this year’s celebration will offer an additional after-
noon of activities.  The celebration will start on 
Thursday afternoon, February 17, 2005 with CPC 
sessions and outreach programs for high school and 
college students followed by a full day of CPC pro-
grams on Friday, February 18, 2005.   The celebra-
tion will come to a close with a dinner dance at the 
Century House on Friday evening. 
 
The programs will be held at the Albany Marriott on 
Wolf Road in Colonie.  The slate of seminars and 
presentations is coming together nicely but there are 
still many tracts to fill and we will need your help to 
make that happen.  If you know anybody who can 

help with topics or seminars, please let me know.  
 
The seminars will include sessions on civil, transpor-
tation, geotechnical, environmental, structures, con-
struction techniques, and infrastructure security.  In 
addition, a model bridge construction competition for 
area high schools will be held during the event. 
 
Our guest speaker for the Keynote Luncheon on Fri-
day will be Colonel Stephen J Ressler, Ph.D, PE, 
Professor and Deputy Head: Department of Civil & 
Mechanical Engineering- U.S. Military Academy. 
 
Again, please contact me at jheay@ryanbiggs.com if 
you would like to present, sponsor a booth,  or better 
yet, assist in the planning!  

Capital District Engineers Week 
By Jack Healy, PE 

21ST ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP GOLF OUTING  

T he Chapter’s 21st Annual Scholarship Golf outing was held on Tuesday, September 14, 2004 at 
the Town of Colonie Golf Course.  We had 72 golfers and some beautiful weather!  Special tanks 
to Irene and the gang from the Tee Off Inn for some good eats and to Pro Jeff Gunning and his 
staff for the weather and great outing and the special touches. 

 
Congratulations to the following individuals for the low net and gross scores: 

Low Gross   Low Net 
Nick Ostopkavich @ 76 Kevin Cole @ 71 
Jim Ryan @ 79  Fred Dente @ 72 
Bob Mitchell @ 80  Gary Stuart @ 72 
Matt Bromirski @ 82  Dave McMorris @ 72 
John Seligman @ 84  Dave Richards @ 73 
 

The Scholarship Raffle was a huge success again this year.  Thanks to those of you who supported the 
raffle by purchasing chances and to those who donated prizes – we raised $735 which will go a long way 
towards Chapter Scholarships.  A special thanks to the following firms who donated generously: 

Foit-Albert Associates  Creighton Manning Engineering CT Male Associates   
JK Fraser and Associates  Atlantic Testing Laboratories  BridgeTek  
Ryan-Biggs Associates, PC Dente Engineering   Edwards and Kelcey 

(Continued on page 6) 
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21ST ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP GOLF OUTING CON’T 

Thank you to Spectra Engineering, Atlantic Testing Laboratories, and Vollmer Associates for sponsoring 
holes!  One final thanks to those who donated prizes towards the blind bogie raffle (hopefully I haven’t 
missed anyone): Greenman-Pederson, Clough, Harbour & Associates LLP, and Jack Berne. 
 
Thanks to everyone who played and supported us.  We hope to see you next year!  

(Continued from page 5) 

THE HOME INSPECTOR LICENSURE ACT 
The following is excerpted from briefs by Executive Director Kelly Norris in tracking the proposed Home 
Inspection Licensure Act. 

“… despite our objections the Senate passed a bill which provides for the licensure of home inspectors.  
As you know, the bill had previously passed the Assembly over our objections in late June.  We were as-
sured that there would be additional meetings this Fall to discuss the matter.  However, we had a number 
of meetings to express our objections and many were incorporated into the bill that passed, such as: 
 
1. The bill does allow PE’s and RA’s to conduct home inspections without securing a separate license. 
2. The bill also expressly permits PE’s and RA’s to supervise home inspectors in training without the 

need for separate licensure. 
3. The section of the bill requiring liability insurance does not apply to PE’s or RA’s 
4. Lastly, we were successful in eliminating reference to the term “evaluation” in the definition of home 

inspectors. 
 
We had also requested that the legislation provide for the “certification” of home inspectors instead of 
“licensure” to help the public in differentiating PE’s and RA’s from Home Inspectors.  However, they are 
regulated by the Department of State, so using the term licensed under those circumstances is not un-
usual, so that was not considered.  Further, we had sought representation by PE’s and RA’s on the new 
home inspection oversight council, without the need for potential PE or RA council members to have to 
secure a separate home inspector license.  This was not consistent to the way any of the oversight coun-
cils operate and was not addressed in the bill that passed.  Additionally, the disclosure piece we would 
have wanted was never considered throughout our negotiations, as it was opposed by the realtors. 
 
In our dealings with both houses of the legislature, it was clear that they were attempting to set a minimum 
standard for Home Inspectors, not disenfranchise PE’s or RA’s, whom they knew were in most cases ex-
ceeding the standards they set out to establish. 
 
The Home Inspector Licensure Act bill has been signed in to law and the Governor has proposed several 
chapter amendments which have been introduced as Senate Bill S.7771.”  
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